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Charity Registration Number: 515733

  Minutes of Tynedale u3a Committee Meeting 
held on Tuesday 18th August 2026 at Hexham Golf Club

Present:   Barrie Mellars,  Michael Brockway,  Kate Stephenson, Diane Downie, John Dark, Steve 
Rozario, Ian Diggory,  Roger Hancock

No. Action
person

1 Apologies:   Apologies received from Andrew Rigg

2 Minutes of last meeting: Minutes were accepted as a true record. Copy to be sent to 
Website

RH

3 Matters Arising:  No matters arising.

4 Chair's Report:  Barrie reminded the meeting that his final year of office would come to 
an end at the AGM. He would be seeking a successor but any thoughts of likely candidates 
would be gratefully received.
He also reported that he had received at least 30 emails expressing thanks and enjoyment 
over the Summer Party.

All

5 Business Secretary's Report:   Roger reported the bank had confirmed him as an 
additional signatory.

6 Treasurer's Report:  Kate had provided up to date reports and confirmed the accounts 
were as anticipated at this stage in the year.   The ratio of coverage of expenses by receipts 
stood at a respectable 1.67 times which was healthy but should be monitored carefully. A 
payment of £696.50 had been received from Gift Aid.
Going forward she calculated that receipts for the year should be in the region of £22 -23k 
depending on Group costs.. This was getting very close to the £25k figure when a greater 
reporting regime to the Charity Commission would be triggered.
Amplification equipment had been tried by one group which wanted a system of their own. 
The cost was approved.
First Aid kits. Steve reported that 7 or 8 groups had them for outside outings and out of 
date ones had been replaced. It was agreed that their provision was only as an initial          
resource in an emergency which did not replace the need for professional help. 
The Matfen WI group had indicated they would be joining but it was not clear whether they 
were complying with the rules about payment by each individual and Kate was to contact 
them to ensure compliance. The Newsletter to include their article about their group.

KS

KS

7 Events Secretary’s Report:    Andrew reported there would be no further visits this year 
after Harrogate and Ringtons. Kate was concerned over how members had paid for these 
and would take it up with him.

KS

8 Group Liaison Secretary’s Report:     Steve had nothing to add to the items discussed in 
the Treasurer’s report.
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9 Newsletter Editor's Report: Di reported that the September issue would be a bumper 
edition.

10 Programme Secretary's Report:  Ian reported that there had been 91 members attending 
the talk on the Kremlin’s Geordie Master Spy. No video was made.
The next talk on 1st September was Amanda Hepburn on North East Inventions. This would 
not be videoed at her request.
October 6th would be Mike Wilkes on Newcastle Castle.
Ian was passing on the details for the rest of the year to Di. 
It was agreed that mince pies would be provided for the Christmas meeting on 1st 
December. Barrie to bring a selection for tasting at the November meeting. 

11 Membership Secretary's Report: John reported there had only been a trickle of new 
members over the summer. The Matfen WI group have confirmed they will be joining but 
no application or funds had yet been received. 
A reminder was about to go out to members to renew subs which will be repeated at the 
beginning of September. The on line form had been changed to make the gift aid question 
mandatory.
The next New Members’ coffee morning had been set for Friday 9th October at 10.30 at the 
Prior’s Room in the Abbey.

12 Beacon Administrator and Website Manager’s Report:  Michael had nothing to report. 
The web page was looking very good.

13 Regional and Third Age Trust:  Barrie stated there had been nothing worth circulating but 
agreed that the information received should be passed on to Di for her to include suitable 
items in End Pieces.

BM
DD

14 A.O.B: 
1. Barrie had received an email from Airedale Tours offering tours for U3a groups. As this 
was a commercial organisation it was agreed that it would not be appropriate to pursue this. 
Barrie to reply suitably. 
2. A suggestion had been made by Wendy that the Climate Change Film should be shown 
for U3a members followed by a discussion. The film has been shown at least twice in 
Hexham with another sell out due on Thursday at the Forum. Wendy to be asked to find out 
whether there would be sufficient take up by members to justify the cost involved.

BM

BM

15  Date and time for next meeting:  Tuesday 15th September at 2pm

Meeting ended at 3.10pm      Minutes Approved     Dated:
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