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Charity Registration Number: 515733

Minutes of Tynedale u3a Committee Meeting
held on Tuesday 16™ June 2026 at Hexham Golf Club

Present: Barrie Mellars, Michael Brockway, Kate Stephenson, Diane Downie, Andrew Rigg, Steve
Rosario, Ian Diggory, Roger Hancock

No.

Action
person

Apologies: Apologies received from John Dark

Minutes of last meeting: Minutes were accepted as a true record. Copy to be sent to
Website

RH

Matters Arising: No matters arising.

Chair's Report: Barrie informed the meeting that he had had an approach from a
researcher at Leicester University seeking to ask members to take part in a project on
scams. Agreed that Di should check the veracity of the proposal for inclusion in the
Newsletter. Agreed also that no more than 4 such appeals should be published annually.

Summer party. 2 — 5 on 1* July. Currently 100 attending. A further push to get 115 to be
done later this week. There was a possibility that a free indoor golf range could be available
but it depended on whether it could be accommodated in the space available. Andrew
agreed to erect signage and help with the car park. Barrie confirmed the toilets would be
open. Takings so far stood at £1500. Background music would be provided + PA. Round
tables provided for food which would be served from around 3.

DD

Business Secretary's Report: Roger reported an approach from Inspired Pots which he
would pass to Steve. He to respond to them.
He had completed the forms to add him as a Bank signatory and returned them to Kate.

RH
SR

Treasurer's Report: Kate had provided up to date reports and confirmed affiliation fees
had been paid. Bank balance currently £14k but would reduce after the party. Taking into
account £3500 owned by groups the mid July balance was expected to be around £9500 as
anticipated and would cover the 6 months reserves.

Kate reported she was looking for a deputy and there would be an advert in the Newsletter.
There was a further discussion over amplification at group meetings following failure with
alternatives at the County. It was suggested that a compact headset and speaker was worth
trialling for bigger venues like the Abbey and County. Di offered to buy a suitable headset
and see if it worked. The logistical issues might be resolved if it was cheap enough for
groups to own.

DD

Events Secretary’s Report: Andrew reported on a wonderful visit to Egger which took
nearly 3 hours and attendees were amazed by the use of robots and automation and one
man controlling 36 separate screens. A very well worthwhile visit.

The next 2 trips to Chillingham and Harrogate Flower Festival were sold out and he was
hoping to arrange a trip to Ringtons tea factory in October.

He commented that reserve lists were a bit of a problem with 13 changes for Egger in the

The Minutes of Tynedale u3a monthly committee meeting held on Tuesday 16" June 2026




week before the event.

Group Liaison Secretary’s Report:  Steve reported that the Wildlife group had folded
through a lack of convener. The new Industrial Archaeology group was starting with 20
members.

He had circulated a very comprehensive report on the Conveners’ lunch which had some
useful suggestions.

The suggestion of providing seed funding for new groups was discussed and agreed that in
exceptional circumstances subject to prior approval by both Steve and Kate funding could
be provided to cover venue costs for a group’s first meeting.

It was agreed to pay for the first meeting of the Industrial Archacology meeting.

It was worth checking the availability and terms for the use of the Travelodge’s conference
space.

Agreed Steve should book the Mart for a Conveners’ lunch next year following the same
format as this year’s.

Agreed that help for growing groups should be discussed with Steve on an ad hoc basis.

SR

SR

Newsletter Editor's Report: Di reported some interesting articles for the July edition
including Kate on Gift Aid and a Showtime review.

Her suggestion that a sort of classified Ads section should be included towards the end of
the Newsletter to be able to include a miscellaneous number of notices, pleas, requests etc
under the title of End Pieces was agreed.

10

Programme Secretary's Report: Ian reported that there had been 77 members attending
the talk on “Strawberry Fields Forever” but that uTube had refused to publish the video
because of possible copyright issues, so it could not be circulated.

The next talk in July was on “The Kremlin’s Geordie Spy”

Speakers had been arranged until the end of the year but that of September would not be
videoed as it involved copyright material.

11

Membership Secretary's Report: John sent a written report confirming new members as
March 9, April 6, May 4, June to date 4. None of the Matfen WI appear to have joined.
He asked for a discussion on the next coffee morning at July’s meeting. It was agreed that
the current format worked well.

RH

12

Beacon Administrator and Website Manager’s Report: Michael had nothing to report
other than the completed set of Policies and Procedures had been posted to the website.
Barrie to pass the hard signed copies to Roger at next meeting.

BM

13

Regional and Third Age Trust: Barrie stated there had been a request to circulate a
number of events by Region (one of which had already been rejected by us). Agreed he to
pass details to Di for her to select events appropriate for End Pieces.

Similarly a proposal for a formal networking pilot scheme was not seen as relevant to us.
Barrie to respond appropriately

BM
DD

BM

14

A.O.B: None save vote on name for new Newsletter section.

15

Date and time for next meeting: Tuesday 21* July 2026 at 2pm  *changed to 18
August

Meeting ended at 3.10pm  Minutes Approved Dated: 18th August 2026
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