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Present:

Minutes of Tynedale u3a Committee Meeting
held on Thursday 22" January 2026 at Hexham Golf Club

Rigg, Tim O’Brien and John Dark.

Barrie Mellars, Kate Stephenson, Ian Diggory, Michael Brockway, Ann Atkinson, Andrew

No.

Action
person

Welcome and Apologies: Apologies received from Steve Rozario

Minutes of last meeting: Minutes were accepted as a true record.

Matters Arising: No matters arising.
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Chair's Report: Barrie asked if committee members had members in mind for roles or
other issues of relevance to the committee to speak to him first before presenting as already
decided. Barrie read out the details of the Business Secretary role for the newsletter to
encourage a member to take on the job to replace Ann. It was suggested that it could be
made more enticing whilst recognising that it is a functional role.

In terms of the AGM, Barrie felt that we needed to have a good idea of what our plans were
for the coming year. It was agreed to have a summer garden party again as it was well
supported last year and had a waiting list. Provisional dates of Wednesday 1* July and
Wednesday 8" July were agreed and Barrie would get in touch with the Racecourse to see
what date was suitable with them. Ian informed that Colin Argent and John would be doing
short presentations at the AGM. Barrie informed that the AGM would be a short business
meeting, including the elections to posts, presentation of accounts and questions from the
floor. There were no proposals to take to the AGM.
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Business Secretary's Report: Ann informed that she had forwarded information from
region and national and asked whether we should publicise the need for a north east
representative on the national Council. Barrie felt that it was not necessary to do this.

Treasurer's Report: Kate informed that receipts and payments for the year had been
passed to Mike Bewick to examine. She informed that we are covering our costs and at
break even. Gift Aid came in as usual. The budget for next year is prudent and based on 5%
inflation. Membership will be maintained at £14. There is a surplus of £6250 overall in the
accounts. Following discussion it was felt that we should increase the subscription to £15
in 2027 as we will have been five years without an increase and there has been inflation
over this period. It was suggested that Kate in her presentation at the AGM makes refer-
ence to the subscription increasing in the future.

The Convenors lunch will be about £30 per head including wine provided by us. It is not
clear whether the Mart will increase venue costs. The event cost £1500 last year. Barrie
will check if there is a corkage fee and that the Mart will provide glasses.
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Events Secretaries Report: Fran informed Ann that the Wallington Christmas Afternoon
Tea was brilliant and it was great to have Katie Abbott to talk about Wallington. Andrew
asked what day in the week was best for events and it was felt that Wednesday was
probably the day when availability would be greatest. The Durham trip to the Oriental
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Museum and Organ makers for 26th February 2026 was fully subscribed as was the Nissan
Trip on Friday 13" March. Steve will be in charge for the Nissan trip. Andrew informed
that Egger would be delighted to do a tour but as yet he has no dates. In May/June an
evening visit in the Shire to a dairy farm that is totally automated could be organised
followed by a pub meal. He asked if members felt that there would be interest in Harrogate
Flower Show at Newby Hall and all agreed that this would be a good trip. He was also
thinking of Chillingham Wild Cattle as a possibility. It was stated that the Wildlife Group
had been here. He asked whether anyone was aware if Rington Tea did visits. Ian thought
he had been on one and would check out the details of this. Ian also mentioned Baker
Hughes on the Tyne as a possibility for a visit.
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Group Liaison Secretary’s Report: Steve in his absence sent in a report. Mary Oswell
has offered to convene a second German Language group so are advertising for new
members for this. He asked if this could be added to our Facebook page. He had one
request for an additional fluent French group but has no volunteer for convenor so no
action will be taken. There have been a number of changes to group convenors this month,
the groups are handling this by themselves with smooth transitions.

The “projector dongle” for the County Hotel is working well, with 4 groups currently
sharing it, Geology, Landscape, Science and Wildlife. Transfer of the dongle between the
convenors each month has so far worked well. History have purchased their own.

Group membership audits: 26 of the 61 groups have so far had their membership audited,
without any problems, including both Tai Chi groups. A handful of unpaid members have
been identified and referred to John.

Barrie stated that he would need to speak to Steve about another coffee morning. Following
discussion it was agreed that the second week of March would be appropriate.
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Newsletter Editor's Report: Tim had nothing to report.
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Programme Secretary's Report: 74 members attended the January monthly meeting. Ian
went through the list of speakers for the forthcoming year and informed that there were a
few gaps. He informed that Elizabeth Porter had been in touch and was interested in more
arts related presentations at monthly meetings. She had sent a list of possibilities that he
would look through and consider. Cathy Bates from Tynedale Hospice at Home had been in
touch about promoting an online survey. It was agreed that this could be put on a slide at
the monthly meeting and be put on Facebook. Barrie and Michael asked if Ian could send
them the list of monthly meetings.
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Membership Secretary's Report: John informed that 20 members had not renewed
membership. Postal renewals had received phone calls whilst the others had received five
email reminders. We currently have 625 members including the lapsed members and are
getting 8-15 members a month. There have been 83 new members in the last 12 months and
only Inew member was non-email, 2 people have rejoined.

John stated that he would arrange a coffee morning for the second week in March
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Beacon Administrator and Website Manager’s Report: Michael had nothing to report.
Barrie stated that he considered the website was looking the best it had ever done.
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Regional and Third Age Trust: Barrie informed that he had been asked to attend a
regional zoom meeting this afternoon but had declined. He felt that there was not a lot of
advantage for Tynedale u3a from involvement with the region although he was organising a
regional golf day.
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A.O.B: John raised the email he had received and forwarded to Barrie from Carianne
Coates, the Communications and Volunteer Engagement Officer at Newcastle Castle who
was wanting stewards for the Castle. John had informed her that we tend to volunteer
locally in Tyne valley. It was agreed we could disseminate details to members and it was
suggested that a presentation on the castle to a monthly meeting would enable them to
promote the need for volunteers.
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‘ 15 ‘ Date and time for next meeting: Thursday 26™ February 2026 at 2pm ‘

Meeting ended at 15.10

Minutes Approved Dated: 26" February 2026
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